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Dichondra repens commonly called Kidney Weed is a ground hugging herb, rooting at the nodes, flowering in 
spring (see also Dichondra repens).    It occurs in varying habitats as well as the coastal dunes at Peppy Beach.  
It is recorded in all States except the Northern Territory and is also found in New Zealand, South Africa and 
South America. Dichondra is derived from the Greek dis meaning double and chondros meaning a grain 
referring to the two fruitlets, and debilis is derived from the Latin meaning feeble, possibly in reference to the 
way the plants occur along the ground.  The leaves are usually hairy, scattered, stalked and small circular to 
kidney-shaped 0.5-2.8cm long and wide, shallowly notched at the apex. The flowers are long stalked, solitary, 
white to greenish-yellow, occurring in the axils of the leaves.  There are 5 hairy sepals up to 4mm long and the 
5 petals up to 4mm long are joined towards the base.  It is commonly cultivated as a ground cover in gardens 
often replacing lawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The plant is a ground hugging herb often 
occurring in dense clumps. 

 

 
The leaves are stalked. This photograph also 
shows how the plant roots at the nodes along the 
stem. 
 

 
The leaves are round to kitney-shaped, with the 
tip slightly notched. 

 

 
The green sepals are densely hairy on the outer 
surface.  The white petals alternate with the 
stamens which occur on the fused base of the 
petals.   

 

http://www.peppyplants.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Dichondra-repens1.pdf

